
Logistics Spotlight Event

22 February 2023

In conjunction with Tritax Symmetry, Property Week and Analytiqa



Agenda

1 Welcome & Introductions
Andrew Dickman 2 Census Insights

Kevin Mofid 3 Panel Discussion
Ian Starling, Phil Shepley, Tom 
Leeming & Richard Sullivan

4 Keynote
Alastair Campbell



Logistics Census 2023

22nd February 2023



Source: Savills Research using Macrobond

An optimistic start to 2023…
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How do market conditions compare?
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Trading conditions
“How do you view current business conditions versus the last six months?”

Across the six years of the Census, Q4, 2022 had the second-lowest share of respondents 
who currently perceive more favourable trading conditions



Third best year ever for take-up, but slowing into H2
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Nationwide supply and vacancy has risen slightly
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Demand for Warehousing

Fewer manufacturers will require less warehouse space 
over the next two years,  though 3PLs are more cautious

“In respect to warehouse space, what do you envisage over the next two years?”

91% of occupiers will require more, or the same, 
amount of warehouse space over the next two years



Who is taking the space?
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Regional Demand
“If you will require new UK warehouse space over the next two years, where regionally, do you expect to locate?”

• The West Midlands once again moves up, as the region most in demand from occupiers for their new warehouse space over 

the next two years, as London moves down a couple of spots in the rankings
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Important Challenges

Managing the availability of labour remains a high priority 
whilst eCommerce growth is less of a challenge 

“What are the key factors impacting your business at the moment?”

Rising costs are, by a significant margin, the most important 
challenge facing occupiers



Slide 14 - February 23 - © Analytiqa Associates  

Supply Chain Strategy
“How do you intend to evolve your supply chain model over the next three (3) years?” (Share of respondents)



Conclusions

Occupational market normalizing but supply remains low by 
historical standards1

Trading conditions are tougher for all participants of the Census2

Rising costs are the number one concern for occupiers3

Resilience remains a key focus, particularly for manufacturers4



Panel Discussion

Ian Starling: 
Director of Real 
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Vice President & 

Head of 
Commercial UK, 

Ireland and 
South Africa

Tom Leeming: 
Development 

Director

Richard Sullivan:
Head of UK 
Industrial & 
Logistics
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Greatest challenges
“Excluding Covid, what is currently the greatest challenge facing the industrial & logistics sector?”

• Concerns over the availability and quality of warehouse staff are at their highest levels for five years

• Similarly, the share of occupiers rating the planning system as their greatest challenge  is at  its highest level 

Logistics
1 Employment
2 Rising Rents
3 Lack of Supply

Retailers
1 Employment
2 Rising Rents
3 Lack of Supply

Manufacturers
1 Rising Rents
2 Planning System
3 Lack of Supply
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Sustainable Supply Chains
“Which of the following sustainable measures would most appeal to your operations?”

Rank in order 1 – 8 with 1 = most appealing

• Green energy and  onsite renewable energy generation and storage were ranked, by some distance, as the two most  appealing s

ustainable measures for occupiers, with biodiversity once again rating as a lower consideration 
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Important Challenges

Managing the availability of labour remains a high priority 
whilst eCommerce growth is less of a challenge 

“What are the key factors impacting your business at the moment?”

Rising costs are, by a significant margin, the most important 
challenge facing occupiers
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Investment Plans for 2023
“Where will you focus your supply chain investment in 2023?”

Rank in order of importance 1-8, with 1= most important

• Improving visibility in  supply chains and  increasing efficiency / productivity are, by a significant margin, the top priorities for o

ccupiers’ investment plans in 2023



BTS & spec take-up is growing at the expense of 2nd hand
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Impact of Technology on the Supply Chain
“Rate technological advances by the impact on the supply chain in the next three, five and 10 years”

Biggest impact
1 Warehouse automation
2 Warehouse robotics
3 Electric vehicles

Growing Importance
1 Drone delivery
2 Autonomous vehicles

• Warehouse automation, robotics and  EVs will have the biggest impact on supply chains in the  short, medium and long-term

• The  use of drones and  autonomous vehicles will have the  biggest growing impact over the next decade



The future of E-commerce

Source: Statista, December 2022

• Total revenue is expected to 
continue to grow over the next 
five years, despite economic 
headwinds (+49%)

• Fashion is projected to remain 
the highest sector in terms of 
revenue out to 2027. 

• Food sector revenue is 
expected to almost double by 
the end of the period. 
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It’s time to start the conversation……
Savills UK National Industrial and Logistics agency team is 
delighted to be supporting the Baton of Hope Charity in 
2023.

Vision – achieve a zero-suicide society
• Raise awareness, profile and combat head on the more than 

6,000 suicide deaths per year in the UK, when many are 
preventable

• Objective - get more people talking openly about mental health 
and suicide, spot the signs, ask the right questions, listen 
without judgement and to make a difference.

Savills commitment –
support BoH throughout 2023 by: 

• National and regional events and activities
• Raise profile and awareness
• Promote the adoption of a business charter
• Raise money and support from clients, contacts, competitors and colleagues


